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8 CcConDI1TIONS | 
I. TH 18 Work will be Pa in a handſome Manner on a Demy Paper ; and will be 9 
in Two Hundred and Ten Numbers, making Six V Ones. | in F olio. If it ſhould FP that 
Quantity, the Overplus will be given Gratis. 4d 
II. Each Number containing Six Sheets, Price One Shilling, will be publiſhed Weekly. 55 = 
III. As it is propoſed to print a Liſt of the Subſcribers in the laſt Number, it is requeſted that thoſe: | Wm 
who intend. to become Purchaſers, will ſend their Names and Addreſs to Mr. KEARSLY, in | [1 
Fleet- Street, Lenden; Mr. FLETCHER, at Oxford; Mell. FrRTCAHER and Hopgon, at Cambridge; HH 
Mr, CADELL, in Briftel; Mrs. LyNcn, in Dublin ; or their reſpeRive. Bookſellers. | 
* Great Part of the Work being n printed, the Purchaſers "ay depend Wen the Regula- -” } 
"ity of its Publication, rol 
When the Whole is ts the Pric will be conſlerably raiſed to Non-Subſeribers 
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F Books contain Matter wor gratifying fo Curioſity, Wore intereſting in Sudſbct , or of more general Uſe, 
than the SrATE-TRIALs; but the Price of a complete Sett of that uſeful and valuable Collection is now be- 
come ſo extravagantly dear, that à Work which ought to form a part of every Gentleman's Library, muſt in pru- 
dence be deemed too expenſive for many Purchaſers. This Circumſtance, in ſome meaſure; gave riſe to this 
Edition; but though Cheapne/s 18 à principal Object of the Editors, it is far from being their ozly One, as Improve- 
ment will alſo be ſtrictly attended to. The preſent Price uſually given for the laſt Edition in Sheets, with the Sup- 
plemental Volumes, is not leſs than THIRTY POUNDS; whereas the Price of the Edition now propoſed in 
the ſame Form, will not exceed TEN GUINEAS. Vet, notwithſtanding this very great Reduction, the New 
Edition will be printed with a; New Type and good Paper, and will have ſeveral eonſiderable Advantages in point 
of Addition and Improvement. | x | | | 7 
The Editors have been e difintereſtedly favoured with the following Preface by Mr. HARGRAVE, Editor of the 
New Edition of Coke upon Littleton. | | | | | | 8 | 
| A 


. 


PREFACE TO THE PRESENT EDITION. 


TFT is become too frequent a practice fo republiſh the moſt yaluable[works, with Tach a perfect filence as to for- 
4 mer editions and the variations from them, or at leaſt with ſuch a flight notice, that the reader is left in a 
profound ignorance of many particulars both uſeful an neceſſary to be known. This omiſſion may be very well 
excuſed in the inſtances of ordinary traſh, with which the preſs too much abounds ; for it would be an intolera- 
ble waſte of time to deſcend into minute details, ahout evexy,inſignificant production, which happens. to gratify 
the falſe taſte of the times, and runs through a number of gditions. Byt works of genius of erudition or of ſeienck, 
and all which furniſh important information or inſtruction, and are therefore worthy of being preſerved from obli- 
vion, ought to be treated in a more formal and reſpectful manner z and a looſe and undiſtinguiſhing mode of newly 
editing ſuch books is not leſs inconvenient and diſſatisfactory to the reader, than diſcreditable to the publiſher. 
El Nor ſhould this maxk of diſtinction be confined to original Works; compilations and collections, when they re- 
late to very intereſting ſubjeQs, being alſo fully intitled'to the fame attention. This obſervation Ribngly * 82 ; 
to a collection like that of the STATE-TRIALS. In the caſe of a work ſo connected with the juriſprudence and 
hiſtory of the country, it is of the utmoſt conſequenee to fix the comparative value and authority of the ſeveral 
editions; which cannot be done effectually, without a knowledge of their dates, their principal differences in point 
of contents, and the names and characters of:the reſpectiye editors. With a view therefore to ſupply that ſort of 
previous information, the want of which may be objected to ſo many other modern re- publications, we ſhall 
proceed to lay before the reader the beſt account we are able to give of the former editions of the STATE- 
TRIALS, and ſhall then explain the plan of the preſent edition.” % gw, 5 
The fnſt edition of the STAT R- TkIx E game out inthe, Mar 2519, and was comprized. in four volumes folio. 
It began with the trial of William Thorpe for hereſy in the 8th of Henry the fou rth, and ended with that of Doctor 
| Sacheverell in the latter end of queen Anne's reign. The name of the gentleman, who prepared this edition, is 


omitted; but in 1720 the ſame perſon publiſhed an abridgmefht of the work with ſome additional trials in eight 
volumes octavo, under the title of Tuals for_High Treaſon and other Crimes 3 and in 1738 he publiſhed a Critical 
Review of the'State*Trials in one volume folio, which, though.it ineludes a kind gf abridgerfient, is quite a diffe- 
rent work from the former: and from the title to this laſt book it appears, that Mr. Salmon was the firſt editor of 
the STATE- TRIALS at large. As we haye had occaſion to take notice 7 Pr Sal Critical Review, and ſome 
readers may not be apprized of his character as an author, it may be of uſe to obſerve, that however indebted to 
him the publick may be for his induſtry in firſt forming a collection of STATE-TRIALS, and in afterwards abridg- 
ing them, there is little obligation to him for ſome of his remarks upon them. In his political principles appa- 
rently an inveterate enemy to. the xevolution,, he is frequently betrayed, by an intemperate zeal into a falſe notion 


of characters and opinions, and too oftey, diſguiſes both when the demon of paity demands a ſacrifice, Thus, 
a work, which, if it had been executed by one with a mind too liberal to be governed by violent pfejudices; and 

| at the ſame time endowed with the rerun; Knowledge and judgment, would be a ſoutee of the m̃oſt important 

_ inſtruction, by being proſtituted to particular views loſes great part of its value, and iti ſome meaſure becomes a 
vehicle for the poiſon of miſrepreſentation. To this ceuſure;of, Mr, Salmon, gandor and juſtice require ug to add, 
that, notwithſtanding the faults which may be juſtly imputed to his Gritical Review, it is in many reſpects a very 

uſeful work. Conſidered as a ſhort hiſtorical abridgment of the trials, it is not without a conſiderable ſhare of 
merit. Sometimes alſo he points gut the ſources, from which, various parts of the STATE- TRIALS are drawn, 
where the notes to the collection at large are not ſufficiently explicit. This kind of information, ſo very requi- 


: f . | . „ 1 A 4 Fa 1 £ 8 &F 4 7 5 | 12 " aa * A 
ſite for-aſcertaiying the credit due to each trial, was ſuch as his ſituation as firſt editor of tlie STA TE-TRIALs 


mult have enabled him to furniſh' more readily and accurately than almoſt! any other gerſön; ahd it is to be 
| wiſhed, that he had enlarged further on this head, many explanations being ſtill, wanting. Nor ſhould we wholly 
reject his remarks; ſor it muſt be confeſſed, that.thoſe on trials, which were, foreign tq.the biaſs of his political 
tenets, are frequently pertinent, and gecompapicd with ſuitable illuſtrations kon the hiſtory of the times. Nay 
even ſome of the anjmadyerſions, which he makespnderthe malignant inflpence of party-ſpifit, ty be deemed 
not. altogether without foundation ; and 1 Jena it is always neceſſary to receive them with diftritft and 
caution, yet they gught not to be wholly diſre arded, Where it is pofnible to diſctiminife the fliädes of trüth 
from the tinge of exaggeration with which they are diſguiſed. ö | A | | 
The eV edition of the STATE TRIALS was ſucceeded in the fame year by a ſeparate volume, which contaitiet | 
the famous caſe of Ship-money and Harriſon's trial for falſely accuſing judge Hutton of ligh-treaſoh on account of 
his opinion agaiuſt the crow. In the preface to the collection, Mr. Saolmos excuſes the omiſſion of the former 
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MR. H ARGR AVR PREBAOE-TO-THB-PRESE NT.. EDITION. 


eale dy odſerving that it us to be found in Re Hort but many of the ſpeeches and arguments are not i in his. 
wa and the *teue-reaſon forf the /amifiots. appears. to have been, that. the, publiſhers of the collection and the 


Proprietors. of — rm anige which, part of the-ſeparate- volume was rind, could not agree, about the 


tterins e: 


A cone editfon- of aerurks Torans mag puihliſed.in T7305 -and, in conſequence. of the great acceſſion of 
newmatter-theawrorkbecamefwelledunto.gfr volumes folio; The firſt five volumes comprized the ſame period 


as the firſtetition,with-therexception.only: of the proceedings in Parliament againſt Tord. Chief Juſtice. Trefiliap 1 


* 


and others; in the reign-of Niabardu the ſecond, for-high-treaſon, which are a few years earlier in date, than the, 
trial with which the firft-edition..begins..... Butzthe differences in ather xeſpets were more . conſiderable ; z For ſeve... 


ral trials were tranſpoſed i in order to render the arrangement more conformable to the. due order of ime, ſome 
additfens were made to the trials in the former. collection, many trials not contained in that (particularly the 


caſe Ship- moncy and Hai s- trial before mentioned) were interſperſed,. and the work was ſtill: furthe er aug. | 


mented by a number of new notes and references. As to the. ſixth volume, it conſiſted intirely of new matter; 
beiug· a continuation of the:trials from the. death. of qngen. Anne to the end of the reign of Gearge the firſt, with. 
an appendix of records relative to the whole Ork. Some feœ otber particnlars, in which the, ſecond. edition” 
was improved wilt be found ſtated at therend-of .thezwery ſenſible preface, with which it was introduced to the 


publick. In this preface, the editor, aſter expatiating on the great utility f the STATE-T'RIALS, enters into 8 


 conſiferation of the excellenoe . of our criminal. law . compares it with the laws of ether European ſtateg; and 
having evinced-its ſuperiority by a ſeledtion of the. moſt ſtriking inſtances, he proceeds to point out ſome of its,” 
principal faults and defects ſeveral of whieh, ſuch as thoſe conceruing the heine fort & due, the ſummoning of 


juties: the- uſe of Latin in our eriminal proceedings, and the fees. of gaolers, have been ſince corrected hy tie 


legiſlature; as the intelligent reader will . eaſilyrecollect., This preface 1 is much admired, and certainly. deſerves 
great commendation,” as well an reſpect of the learning. diſplayed in it, as on account of the ſpirit and Judgment | 
of moſt of the remarks, wlurh, in general, do equal credit to the authar 8 humanity and underſtanding. Hot 


; ever, the prefate is not wholly without exceptionable paſſages. Tt-diſtinguiſhes the civil from the crimihal 7 part 
| of our law, im terms highly diſreſpectful to the former, and with A degree of prejudice unworthy of 10 ood a” a 


writer; ; for whilſt he is ſtudious to expoſe the faqlts of the civil branch or the Engl, 2 ee po * jpeirs' quite 572 6 


getful of its exceltencies: His*treatment , of our eccleſiaſtical courts is of the fame "ing. He dints out Tore 


particular abuſes of their proceedings, and thenge ſeems to infer a general imperfection it in, "their Jurifdiiion, u. Beit 
"this is an inadequate way of deciding, upon the, merit of any ſyſtem, « of laws, or of an an y pecies'« of ſudlenture rut. 
moſt excellent inſtitutions could not ſtand the teſt of ſuch a partial view; ; ang ſhouſd it te apphed, 1 it would ne“ 
Ceeſſarily lead us to a condemnation of that criminal law, which the learned writer himſelf 10 hj 
perty extols. Theſe ammadverſi6ns: on- the preface to the /econd edition of the SrATE-TRIALS 0 Not pProcetd 
from the leaſt wiſh to depreciate the merit of its author, being in truth extorted by the occaſion; for had they 
been ſuppreſſed, the generality of praiſe might be extended by ſome into a concurrence with opinions, from 
which in fact we cannot withhold our diſſent. To this account of the ſecond edition of the STATE-TRIA LS, it 
ſhould be added, that though no name is prefixed either to.the title of the work or the preface, the editor is 
known to have been Mr. Ew, the ſame gentleman, to whoſe labours the publick is fo much obliged, for the 
Care and accuracy with which he edited Sir Mattheav Hal.” 8 H. Nam of the Pleas of the Rwy and for the valuable 


, 


ebly : and 


O pro- 


notes with which he enriched that great work. 


The ſecond edition of the,STATE-TRIALs was in 1735 followed with two fupplemental volumes; to the firſt of 
= -which is prefixed a preface, fully explaining the reafons of this addition, and the materials of which it 18 com- 
poſed. In theſe two volumes there are many important caſes, particularly the caſe of monopolies between the 


aſt India Company and Mr. Sandys in the latter end of the reign of Charles the ſecond, in which the chief 


queſtion was, as to the legality of the Company's patent for excluſive trade to the Eaft-Indies. The period of 
he two volumes is deſcribed in their title-pages to be from the reign of Edward the ſixth to the time in which 
they are publiſhed; but in fact, they do not contain any trial later than the tenth of George the firſt, and there- 
fore ſhould be;confidered, not as a. continuation of the COLLECTION of TriaLs in the ſecond edition, but merely 


Fon nz 


as ſupplying its omiſſions. It was not till two or three years after the coming out of the 7th and 8th volumes, 


that Mr. Salmon publiſhed, his Critical Review, on which we have already obſerved ſo much; and conſequently 
they fall withir the compaſs of his remarks. A fecond edition of theſe two lupplemental volumes was reprinted Ne 


in 1766, but without any alteration. 
In 1742 a third edition f the STaTE-Te1ars was publiſhed. in ſix volumes folio. The trials and cafes in 
the ſupplemental volumes to the /econd edition are not comprized in this third edition; nor are we aware of any 


other difference between the two, than a very ſmall addition of notes, a new diſpoſition of Sir Richard Spotiſevood's 4 
Trial the 2 Warranto cale and perhaps a few other trials, and in the pages. 


In 1566 appeared two other volumes of STaTE-TRIALs, being the gth and roth. Theſe in point of time : 


-principally follow the former collection, and bring it down to the year 1760 though amongſt theſe trials there 


are ſome of an antecedent period. The firſt of the two minen contains a preface, to Which we refer the render 
for a fuller account of their contents. | | | 


Having finiſhed our account of the former editions of the 8 we ſhall now exhibit the outline of 


the plan of the preſent edition. 


I. The whole work will conſiſt zominally of eleven, but will be ſo printed as to be fit for binding in fix — 


folio. The firſt /x will be printed exactly from the third edition, and the Jour next from the four ſupplemental 
volumes; with no other difference, than that each of the tæuo columns, into which every page of the preſent edi- 


tion will be divided, will comprize one page of the book from which it is printed, and will be numbered accord- 


ingly. By this mode of printing the publiſhers are enabled to conſult cheapneſs, without ſacrificing conveni- 


.ence ; for in conſequence of it, there will be only one half of the number of ſheets, which would be otherwiſe 


neceſſary, and two volumes may be commodioully bound in one; and yet the references to the third will en- 
tirely correſpond with the preſent edition. It is to be withed, that the pages of all the editions, fo far as they 
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MR. HARGRAVE's' PREPACE TO THE PRESENT EDITION. 


reſpectively go, had been the ſame ; but this attention to convenience having been hitherto negleQed, the molt. 
eligible courſe ſeems to be to follow the third edition, that being the laſt ; and all that can now be done to pre- - 
vent diſappointment, when a reference happens not to anſwer, is to remind the Reader, that books publiſhed 
before 1730, ſuch as the firſt edition of Hazwkins's Pleas of the Crown, neceſſarily refer to the firſt edition of the 
STATE-TRIALS 3 thoſe publiſhed after 1730, ſuch as Hale's Hifory of the Pleas of the Crown; uſually refer to the 
ſecond edition ; and thoſe publiſhed after 1742, ſuch as Sir William Blackflone's Commentaries, to the third edition, a 
with which laſt the preſent one will entirely agree. As to the eleventh volume, it is reſerved wholly for ad4itional . 
matter; the deſign being, that one part of it thall be occupied with a continuation of trials to the preſent time; 5 
and that the other part ſhall conſiſt of * nn as ſhall ſeem beſt calculated to tupply 11 omiſſions i in ; 
the former part of the collection. | 
II. In the preſent edition, the preface to the ff ation; which Was News eu vin FRY . + 
together with that to the caſe of Ship-money 3 and the preface to the ſecond edition, as it was re-printed with the 
name of Mr. Emlyn to it in the third, will be continued, as will alſo the prefaces to the ſupplemental volumes. | 
The hiſtory of a publication is beſt preſerved by inſerting all the prefaces in their due order of time; though 
they are often omitted in modern editions of books, much to the diſſatisfaction of nice and accurate readers. 
HI. The two alphabetical tables to this edition, the one of the perſons tried of the times and places of 
their trial and of their crimes and puniſhments, and the other of the matter in general, will extend to 
all the eleven volumes. This will render a ſearch for any thing in the preſent edition leſs tedious and trouble- 
ſome, than it is in the ſecond and third editions and their ſupplemental volumes; to which, in conſequence of their 
being publiſhed at different times, there are no leſs than three diſtinct ſetts of tables inſtead of one. | 
From this view of the plan, on which it is determined to conduct the preſent edition, it is evident,. that it 
muſt have very conſiderable advantages over the beſt of the former editions. It will be much leſs chargeable | 
in the purchaſe; and yet equally commodious in the form, more various and valuable in the contents. : 
It only remains for the author of this preface to add a few lines concerning himſelf, left he ſhould be deemed. | 
further reſponſible than he means to be. The undertakers of the edition requeſted his aſſiſtance in ſuggeſting a 
plan for the conduct of the work, and in furniſhing a preface. With this requeſt he hath chearfully complied in 
the beſt manner he was able; and the reſult of his endeavours, he readily ſubmits to the correction of the candid 
reader. But as to the ſuperintendance reviſion and correction of the work in the printing, they are unavoidablyß 
devolved upon others; the writer of this preface having avocations, which would not leave him at liberty for ſuch _ 
a. laborious office, even though he was inclined to undertake it. However, the ſame deſire of promoting an im- 


portant and uſeful publication, which induced him to give his ad in its firſt commencement, will ſecure to the 
undertakers his advice in its progreſs and concluſion, 


ee 1776. FRANCIS HARGRAVE. 
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